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Dear students and families, 
 
We have reached the mid-point of the first trimester, and progress 
reports were emailed and sent home with students last Friday.  I ask all 
families to take the time to review with the students their progress thus 
far in the school year, and if needed, reach out to the school for follow 
up conferences with teachers.  You should also know that Teaching 
Teams are reviewing their students’ progress reports to identify 
supports for students whose achievement has not met expectations and 
to make adjustments to instructions where needed.  Overall, I am 
pleased to share with you that the vast majority of our students are 
making good progress and meeting all their benchmarks. 
Later this week, you will also receive your child’s Spring 2017 MCAS 
scores and a letter from the Commissioner of Education which explains 
the scores and the new enhanced version of the MCAS assessment.  As 
explained in the letter, I want to caution you against comparing your 
child’s results on this test to their performance on last year’s PARCC 
assessment.  The new assessment is more rigorous and comprehensive 
resulting in lower scores for many of our students.  The intent of the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education is to use this year’s 
results as a baseline to determine our students’ level of readiness for 
college and career in the future.  While we cannot use this year’s results 
to compare to our performance in past years, the growth data that we 
received indicate that our students made moderate progress though the 
test was more rigorous.  Our teachers have been hard at work these 
past two weeks analyzing the data to identify the areas of growth 
according to the test results to ensure that our students will be better 
prepared to take this year’s MCAS. 
 
Lastly, I want to take this opportunity to thank all families that have 
made the one time donation to the PTO to support the many initiatives 
that our students and teachers are involved in. If you have not yet made 
a donation but would like to, you may donate now through this link , or 
you may send a check with your child. 
  
I thank you for your continued support. 
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Math: Accelerated math students have finished the 7th grade standards for the 
Rational Numbers unit, and will now be covering a couple of the 8th grade standards. 
Students in C and G blocks will soon be finishing the Rational Numbers unit and move 
on to Ratios and Proportions. 
 
Science: We are finishing up our unit on animal and plant cells.  Recently we wrote a 
four paragraph compare and contrast essay about the animal and plant cells.  
Currently we are writing a lab report that is modeled after the format the high school 
uses. Next we will continue to talk about the processes that go inside the cell.  We will 
write another compare and contrast essay and lab report. 
 
Language Arts: We are finishing The Outsiders. The movie day last Thursday was a 
success and will hopefully help students with their final projects we are working on 
this week. 
 
Social Studies:  During the month of October, we finished our early human unit and 
have started the Paleolithic and Neolithic periods. Students learned about five of the 
major Hominid groups, and their distinctive characteristics that showcase the 
evolution of modern humans.  Students also learned what the causes of the great 
hominid migration were, and where they migrated to.  Students also learned that the 
finding of the Fertile Crescent would pave the way for major civilizations to develop.  
For the month of November, we will be learning about Mesopotamia, the first 
civilization! 
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Science 
Opal students have explored the new standards of Science by examining the parts 
of the cell. They are going to be  using analogies to gain a better understanding of 
the cell functions. In addition, students have  started hands-on inquiry-based 
learning using microscopes in the lab. Lastly, Opal students will  apply their new 
knowledge about cells to the functions of body systems. 
 
 
 
Math 
In math, students have continued their work with rates and are becoming familiar 
with the purpose of unit rates. We have looked at grocery ads from local stores to 
compare unit rates and figure out which store has a better deal on a certain item. 
Students have continued their work on their STEAM projects by creating a 
Signature Drink that required them to form a ratio table and equation based on the 
ingredients needed. 
 
 
ELA 
In ELA, students have continued reading the novel, Flush. We have looked at the 
structure of the novel by completing a plot diagram.  We will start our nonfiction, 
companion text, A World Without Fish and our mini-research project.  Students will 
learn how to write an effective argument. 
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The LIME team teachers are excited about getting to know their new students. We have 
been working with students to assist them in navigating the transition from elementary 
school to middle school.  We continue to require students to form daily habits around 
using their agendas to build responsibility for their own work habits. During Social 
Competency the LIME team recently discussed ways to be respectful towards each 
other and mindful of our differences. We hope this will result in a more 
cohesive LIME team community.  
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Accessing Sage Services for Your Child 
 
 
Hello Fuller Families! 
 
My name is Brigid Rowlings. I am the Sage teacher here at Fuller Middle School. Through 
the Sage program, the Framingham Public Schools provides services for students who 
collectively demonstrate a high academic ability, an abstract thinking preference, and a 
divergent learning style.  The social-emotional and self-advocacy needs that impact 
motivation, style and learning are an important component of this service.   
 
Teachers and parents may refer students to the Sage Department for screening. If you 
would like your child to be screened, the deadline for parent referrals for middle school 
students is November 30, 2017. 
 
To request the necessary referral packet to initiate a screening, parents should contact the 
Sage Office at (508)626-9134. Referral forms, as well as general information, may also be 
obtained online at: http://framingham.schoolwires.net/Page/158.   
Completed forms need to be returned to: 
Sage, 73 Mt. Wayte Avenue, Suite #5, Framingham, MA 01702.   
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As we wrap up two months of being back to school, Crimson students continue to 
thrive.  This month the students kicked off the first Falcon Cafe of the 2017/18 school 
year.   They worked hard at making shopping lists, calculating prices, preparing the 
offerings, serving, hosting, and running the cash register.  Stay tuned for our next Cafe 
on November 3rd from 11-1.  Guest Chef Ronaldo (Mr. Harvey), will be back with his 
spin on southern BBQ. The menu will include such fare as pulled pork or chicken 
sliders, homemade baked beans, spicy slaw, homemade cornbread and other tasty 
treats.  Save the date to your calendars! 
 
Academically, in math, students just completed a unit on place value and are moving 
forward working on Ratios & Proportional Relationships, the Number System, 
Geometry, and Expressions & Equations.  Science inclusion students are studying cell 
parts and functions and will be using microscopes and science tools in the lab.  All 
other scientists are actively involved in sources of light and the ways light moves as a 
wave. In Social Studies students are digging into the ancient world by learning what 
archaeologists do.  They explored “midden” bags of trash and analyzed artifacts using 
our observing and inferring skills.  Soon they will investigate early civilizations using 
these newly acquired skills. In language arts students are reading fairy tales from 
different parts of the world. Students in the Revolution have been making weekly 
goals, earning points for meeting their goals and learning to budget.  
 
8th grade students went to an assembly presented by Keefe Tech High School and 
were able to choose the shops they might be interested in if they decide to attend 
Keefe Tech for high school.  They will be going on a Keefe Tech tour next month.   
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As we move into November, we’re happy to announce that both Blue & Green teams are up 
and running with one-to-one Chromebooks.  Students have been assigned their own 
Chromebooks and carry bags, which they collect during morning homeroom and travel with  
to each class throughout the day, including specials.  This is the 2nd year of this endeavor for 
the Green team teachers and the first for Blue, but most of the teachers have been using 
Canvas on a regular basis.  However, we’re all working to refine our technology skills, use the 
platform more, and  incorporate additional digital opportunities for the students into our 
lessons and activities.  We’re all very excited to move forward with this new way of thinking 
about the skills our students are learning. 
 
Now that we’ve settled into our routines, the 8th graders are beginning to think about their 
options for high school.  The Keefe Tech guidance counselors visited with the students in 
mid-October to share information about the vocational programs offered and extracurricular 
activities available at Keefe.  Additionally, former Fuller students, who are now Keefe 
ambassadors, spoke directly about their own experiences and reasons for choosing the 
vocational school as their high school option.  Each ambassador shared personal reasons as 
to why the smaller setting and career training education was beneficial for them.  All of the 
ambassadors have plans to pursue additional work at 4-year colleges to continue their 
dreams of careers that began at Keefe.  For example, one student has plans to attend 
medical school to become a pediatrician, two others have goals to work in forensics with the 
FBI and plan to obtain science degrees, and another is eager to match his culinary training 
with a business degree to open his own restaurant.   
 
The scheduled visit to Keefe for the 8th graders is on Friday, November 17 (permission slips 
were sent home and must be returned for students to attend).  Each student chose two 
career shops of interest and an additional one will be assigned by Keefe’s guidance 
department.  The 8th graders will spend time in each of the three career/technical shops to 
get a hands-on introduction about what to expect during their high school years at 
Keefe.  Keefe students and staff will lead the presentations and discussions.  This is a very 
exciting day and has proven to be worthwhile over the years. 
 
This is a valuable opportunity for our students, and we hope you plan to attend the Keefe 
Open House on Wednesday, November 29 from 5:30-8:00 pm to learn more about their 
career and technical offerings.  Translation will be available for families.   
 
It’s important to note that students who wish to attend Keefe Tech must fill out formal 
applications, attend interviews, and maintain grade and behavior expectations (or grade 
progress improvement) throughout 8th grade to be accepted.  This will be discussed with 
each student during the interview process. 
 
Lastly, students and families interested in private schools as high school options (i.e. Marian 
High School) should contact the schools directly for information.  Framingham High will host 
some evening academic and athletic informational meetings later in the year.  We will 
conduct our own internal FHS informational sessions at that time. 
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Algebra 
This year's 8th Grade Algebra I course is directly based on the Common Core State 
Standards accelerated pathway for students taking Algebra I in the 8th grade.   This 
curriculum is rigorous and requires that some content gaps - between 7th and 8th grade - 
will need to be addressed in addition to the Algebra I content.  Students began the year 
with a unit on graphing functions (linear, exponential, and piecewise).  We are now 
exploring polynomials:  classification of polynomials, operations with polynomials, 
simplifying polynomials.  Some work is also being done in relationship to application of 
the exponent laws (an 8th grade standard).  Students will need to understand that 
consistent, effective effort and stamina will be required to move successfully toward the 
finish line of this marathon course.  
 
8th Grade Science 
Students in Ms. Cezar and Ms. Gallagher’s Science classes are practicing how to write a 
lab report as well as how to represent collected data on a graph. They worked diligently 
on the making of a Peanut Butter Sandwich and they were asked to write a full lab report 
on the experience. 
We will start the metric system measurement unit next week. 
Do you know how many drops of fresh water a penny can hold? How about soapy water? 
Do you think we will get different results? We will find out soon. 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
Ms. Virdinlia’s social studies classes have started the year building important 
foundational skills that will help them through the year as they tackle understanding the 
creation of a new nation and the development and functions of a democratic 
government.   
Students in Mr. Zieky's class are studying identity in America as a jumping off point for 
their discussion of US history and civics. Students have explored various questions 
including, "what does an American look like?" and "how do our names relate to our 
identities". Following this mini unit students will begin to look at the origins of the 
Revolutionary War. 
Both Mr. Zieky and Ms. Virdinlia’s classes spent some time learning about the events of 
September 11, 2001, where the students engaged in a thoughtful and reflective silent 
conversation activity.   
We hope that our students build their historical reading, writing, and critical thinking 
skills as they navigate the U.S. History curriculum and discuss current events through the 
year. 
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TANGERINE TEAM 

The Tangerine team is excited to be entering the second half of Trimester 1. We have 
had some amazing highlights in the first half of our Trimester!  
 
Tangerine students all finished reading The Outsiders, which a large majority of the 
students really enjoyed (seriously)! To celebrate finishing the novel, we watched The 
Outsiders movie and had a dress up day – Greasers vs. Soc’s. We had a great number of 
students who participated by dressing up – upwards of 50! It was hard to award prizes 
for best costumes, but we were able to determine a top 4, two Soc’s and two Greasers. 
The students rated the movie anywhere from 4 to 5 stars. They believed that the 
movie and book were pretty similar but, of course, had differences. And they were 
able to name some very apparent differences (like characters being cut out or focused 
on more in the movie than in the book) to very detailed differences (like how the book 
depicted a character’s actions during a scene and how the movie depicted something 
different).  
 
Our students are also moving well through their content. In Math, students are coming 
to the end of our first unit – Rational Numbers. Some students are looking at the 
properties of Rational Numbers, and the characteristics certain numbers have. In 
Language Arts students are starting their new unit as they have just concluded The 
Outsiders. In Social Studies students are wrapping up their first unit on migration and 
hominids. They will soon start to look at the ancient civilizations – starting with 
Mesopotamia.  
 
We are looking forward to the rest of Trimester 1! 
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GOLD TEAM 

Last School Year, a pilot home visit program was successfully launched at Fuller Middle 
School.  Fuller made most of the home visits and this year we would like to invite all the 
teachers to participate.  This program is totally optional and count with the support of 
the FTA and the Bilingual Department. The focus of the visits are "Hopes and Dream for 
our students," and it is a great initiative to connect and build Teacher-Family 
relationships. We hope to be able to make a lot of home visits and to show and model to 
the community the importance of reaching out as a way to encourage and motivate the 
students to do better in the school.  
 
In Ms. Aguiar’s 8th grade science class, students are studying the states of matter. They 
have studied measurements and how to write a lab report. The grade 7 class is studying 
about the cells and parts of the cells. They made microscope slides from onion skins to 
visualize cells. The grade 6 is working on fossils. They were looking at different types of 
fossils and will make their own fossils next week. 
In Social Studies, classes worked with money, coins, and changes.  Now they are working 
on the US states, their locations and their capitals. All of my students are also taking 
home cards to be completed or to be sold to help victims of the hurricanes. 
 
In 7th Grade TBE we are learning about proportional relationships and how we can use 
them in the real world, day to day experiences we have. For example when we buy more 
than one item at the store and there is a discount, is that really a discount? Students can 
find an equation to determine the price or as many items one wishes to buy. 
 
In 6th Grade TBE we are also learning about proportional relationships but in a more 
basic way. We can tell if two quantities are proportional by comparing the value of two 
ratios to see if they are equivalent.  
 
In ESL ELA students are in the final stages of the writing process. We are writing about 
our personal journey into the United States and what life is like here. The students have 
been working hard writing these inspirational personal narratives.  
 
In ESL Social Studies, we have just started working on our major project. This project is a 
travel brochure about a state in the United States. Students will inform and research 
about region, climate, attractions, and major industries in various states in our country.  
 
In Dr. Hashem’s class we are learning about early European exploration.  Students are 
researching explorers from their native countries and will connect it to our social studies 
curriculum.  They will compare and contrast reasons for the explorations.  The students 
are also learning the different states and continents.  In ESL, they are learning to form 
answers from questions and to find evidence in their mentor text. 
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In Mrs. Quirarte-Perez 8th Grade TBE Language Arts the students are learning about the 
difference between mode and tone and how to identify them by analyzing various short 
Spanish stories that convey a reflective morale. 7th Grade is learning about myths and 
legends with a focus on Greek Mythology. 6th Grade is learning about the elements of a 
narrative and identifying  them by reading short Spanish stories.    
 
Our SLIFE class has been studying biomes and ecosystems.  Together we conducted 
research, we made a GIGANTIC wall sized map and then we  labeled the major world 
biomes on the map.  Our work was completed after we added pictures on the map to 
depict the organisms that live in those biomes around the globe.  Now we've moved on to 
the human body.  Just in time for Halloween, we studied the skeletal system.  Stop by and 
check out the hand "xray" we made and hung on our classroom window. 
 
In the 6th grade science class students have dived right into the new curriculum.  We 
began the year studying about the universe, the Moon and eclipses.  This week we 
submerged ourselves in the study of the ocean floor.  The excitement is building as we get 
ready to make our own play-doh to sculpt the layers of the ocean floor.  We will use 
Google Earth to navigate the vast oceans. 
 
Seventh graders are developing Biologists.  We began the year studying animal behavior 
and had great projects and presentations.  Mrs. Meléndez was proud and impressed with 
the quality of work and collegiality among her students.  Last week we began studying the 
function  and structure of the cell. We put together a time line of the development of the 
cell theory, a 3D model of a cell and a brochure style chart about the structure and 
function of cell organelles.  Additionally, we are going to build a city to represent an 
analogy of the relationship between structure and function of cell organelles, types of cells 
and body systems.  This will be an ongoing project.  You won't want to miss our AWESOME 
final prototype.  Fact, not opinion!  
 
This year's 8th grade class is doing great science work.  We're studying matter.  Even 
though we've learned pretty hard concepts and have gotten through difficult scientific 
texts, we have had some real science fun.  One day we played around with density to 
make a raw egg float.  Shhh... Don't tell Mr. Duarte we spent 2 days chewing gum in 
class!!! Of course, in the name of science.  This week we began with a challenge to study 
how properties of matter help us determine the use of materials.  We had to use different 
materials to build a tower 25 cm high capable of supporting the mass of a heavy rubber 
ball.  Who knew paper could support so much mass?  For some Fall fun, we made changes 
in the solid state of matter of crayons applying heat and letting the melted wax drip down 
the sides of a pumpkin and then watched how it reverted back to solid state once it cooled 
down. It was a beautiful mess. 
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UNIFIED ARTS 

Hi 
My name is Lisa Columbo and I am the team leader for specials and world language 
teachers. I would like to take a moment to introduce the newest members of our team. 
George Kalivas is our drama teacher and is currently preparing our students for their 
performance of Seussical Jr.  
 
Joining him on that adventure, is our new band teacher Diane Thomas. Ms. Thomas has 
been a previous Fuller staff member and we are excited to have her back! Helping with 
the artistry in the musical, we welcome our new art teacher Nick Prado. Mr. Prado 
comes to us after having been a teacher in Taiwan for several years. We are excited for 
him to share is experiences with us and our students. Finally, I would like to welcome our 
new physical education teacher, Mr. Gene Zanella. Gene has worked in our district for 
over 25 years and has spent much of his career teaching at Framingham High School. We 
welcome his expertise and excitement to our department.  
 
Our entire department is looking forward to a great year of teaching and learning. Our 
music and drama classes meet once every six days of the school year. Other specials 
meet five out of a six day cycle for a period of 8 weeks at a time and then rotate to their 
next special. World language classes meet every day of the cycle for the entire school 
year.  
 
Although students may meet these classes at different days and times throughout the 
year, we have many exciting projects and other fun curriculum pieces planned for your 
children. We look forward to meeting and getting to know all of them and having a fun 
and successful school year. Please feel free to contact any of us with questions or 
concerns at any time throughout the year. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lisa Columbo and the Unified Arts Department 
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LIBRARY MEDIA 
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